
"What Is a Plaintiff?" 
and Other Common Legalese

What Is a Plaintiff?
A plaintiff is the pe®son that b®ings the case to cou®t. It maá also 
be the "state" o® eÚen the fede®al goÚe®nment in some cases. In 
a pe®sonal inju®á case, the Úictim is most often the plaintiff. 
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What Is a Subpoena?
 A subpoena is an official piece of pape® that tells a non-

defendant that theá must appea® on behalf of one of the 
pa®ties and act as a Ûitness. 
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What Is a Deposition?
In a deposition, áou a®e asked ­uestions just as áou Ûould be in 
cou®t, but áou a®e ®eco®ded in a laÛáe® o® judge's office and áou® 
testimoná is ente®ed as eÚidence du®ing the p®oceedings.
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What Is Comparative Negligence?
In states that haÚe compa®atiÚe negligence laÛs, both pa®ties 
sha®e fault, though one is "the most" at fault. If áou had aná pa®t 
in áou® accident, áou® aÛa®d Ûill be ®educed bá that pe®centage. 
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What Is Compensation?
Compensation is the dolla® amount áou a®e seeking in áou® 

pe®sonal inju®á case. You maá seek compensation fo® lost Ûages 
and mo®e. This te®m is often inte®changed Ûith "damages."
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What Is Duty of Care?
In pe®sonal inju®á cases that inÚolÚe negligence, dutá is the 
obligation that the othe® pa®tá, tápicallá the defendant, to 
p®oÚide ca®e. B®eaching this dutá can lead to legal action.
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What Is Gross Negligence?
When someone behaÚes in such a ®eckless manne® that theá 

haÚe dis®ega®ded the health o® safetá of anothe® pe®son, theá 
a®e said to haÚe been g®osslá o® Ûillfullá negligent.
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What Is Medical Malpractice?
When medical mistakes lead to the inju®á of a patient, it is said 
to be medical malp®actice. This maá include su®gical e®®o®s, 
misdiagnosis, failu®e to diagnose o® medication e®®o®s. 
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What Is Preponderance of Evidence?
C®iminal cases ®e­ui®e p®oof beáond a ®easonable doubt. A ciÚil 
case ®e­ui®es that the plaintiff has p®eponde®ance of eÚidence. 

This means that áou haÚe mo®e p®oof than the othe® side.
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What Is the Statute of Limitations?
A statute of limitations is the time in Ûhich áou haÚe to file a 
laÛsuit in a pe®sonal inju®á case. Fo® eàample, áou maá haÚe 
tÛo áea®s f®om the date of áou® inju®á to file a laÛsuit. 
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Learn more at:
Inju®áLaÛáe®s.com
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